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1 Introduction 
It is the intent of Don-Bur (Bodies & Trailers) Ltd to update this document annually; however, 
the impact of the COVID Pandemic and resulting supply chain challenges have resulted in other 
pressures on which must take priority to maintain the health of the business. 

The continued emphasis on economic growth as a key to the success of society contradicts the 
reality that our species is living on planet with finite resources, and a finite ecological carrying 
capacity. 

All policies must act to protect our ecological assets as those assets are at the core of our 
long-term wealth and well-being.  The traditionally accepted “expand first, and clean up later” 
path of development urgently needs to shift to a more considered and more ecologically 
friendly path; one which will result in a healthy, socially inclusive, productive, equitable, and 
more resilient society. 

Identifying and quantifying ecological boundaries that must not be transgressed could help 
prevent human activities from causing unacceptable and irreversible environmental change. 

A safe operating space for humanity cannot exist whilst we continue to kill off the other species 
of plants and animals that provide many of the services that humanity relies on for its well-
being.  However, the whole diversity of life deserves a safe operating space too, as we as a 
species are reducing their space. 

2 Environmental Policy Overview 
Don-Bur believe that businesses are responsible for achieving good environmental practice 
and operating in a sustainable manner. 

We are therefore committed to reducing our environmental impact and continually improving 
our environmental performance as an integral and fundamental part of our business strategy 
and operating methods. 

It is our priority to encourage our customers, suppliers and all business associates to do the 
same.  Not only is this sound commercial sense for all, it is also a matter of delivering on our 
duty of care towards future generations. 

 

 

Signed ……………………………….................... 

David Burton (Managing Director) 

Date: 14 November 2022 
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3 Energy Consumption & Emissions 
 Plant & Technology 

The company invests significant amounts to increase efficiency both to improve profitability 
and to reduce the reliance on power. 

In 2019, it invested £4 Million in new plant including more energy efficient material handling and 
laser-cutter. 

Details are available at https://donbur.co.uk/news/don-bur-invests-4-million-to-manufacture-
standard-product-lines 

In particular, the new Trumpf Fibre laser uses a combination of loss-less fibre-optic carriage of 
laser energy.  It also applies oxygen for an exothermic reaction which is controlled by Nitrogen.  
This significantly reduces energy consumption.  The effects are detailed above. 

The new Trumpf Stopa Pallet Picker Crane uses regenerative power from brakes to supply the 
motors which reduces energy consumption. 

 

 Air Conditioning 

The old air-conditioning has been replaced across the business with modern more efficient 
(Panasonic Inverter) equipment and full temp\humidity monitoring put in place to maintain an 
efficient level. 

 

 Information Technology 

The company has focused on the utilization level of their server assets by measuring server 
utilization and physical hardware. 

They have rolled out a virtualized environment at their main site replacing 12 Physical servers 
with 1 physical Host (Dell VRTX) containing 3 physical servers. 

All desktop hardware has now been replaced with more efficient low power hardware utilizing 
SSD technology and low wattage PSU’s. 

 

 

https://donbur.co.uk/news/don-bur-invests-4-million-to-manufacture-standard-product-lines
https://donbur.co.uk/news/don-bur-invests-4-million-to-manufacture-standard-product-lines
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ThinkCentre M70t Towers 

 

3.2 Paper 
To offset emissions, Don-Bur now engages with the 
Woodland trust for the provision of printer paper with a 
view to funding activities to capture 375 tonnes of CO2. 
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3.3 Renewable Energy 
The company is locked into a 5-year energy deal until September 2023; however, we are 
negotiating with suppliers to include 100% electric supply from renewable sources. 

3.4 Emissions / Greenhouse Gases 

 2021 SECR Commentary 

The Company’s greenhouse gas emissions, energy consumption and intensity ratios for the 
year are summarised as follows: 

 

All activities generating emissions are based in the UK, none are offshore. 

Emissions stated above were calculated based on observed quantities of process inputs and 
conversion at the rates published within ‘UK Government GHG Conversion Factors for 
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Company Reporting’ for 2021.  Input observations were based, wherever practicable, on 
verifiable usage data.  Where this proved impracticable, inputs were assessed through 
sampling of usage data and extrapolation based on costs incurred. 

The directors are pleased with a reduction in overall emissions and progress on the t CO2e / 
Turnover intensity ratio.  They note distortions in the relationship between average number of 
employees and activity levels felt throughout the 2020 response to Covid-19. 

The key sources of emissions are gas, electricity and travel. 

The company has continued its programme of phasing in LED lighting throughout workshops 
and offices, and has also increased the proportion of Hybrid or Electric vehicles within the 
company car pool.  Data loggers are used to assess energy efficiency and this is a factor in 
any plant upgrade or replacement decisions. 

 Summary Breakdown 

 

4 Water Management 
Structured maintenance checks are carried out to inspect the entire water carriage system 
within a 3-month period to prevent water loss through leakage. 

Where practicable, Don-Bur is actively seeking to reduce their reliance on fresh mains water. 

This is defined in two areas: 
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4.1 Health & Hygiene 
On an annual basis, the maintenance department is tasked with sourcing alternative 
technologies to reduce water consumption. 

In 2013, they implemented the roll-out of Aqualogic passive infra-red urinal controls which 
resulted in a measured annual reduction of 189m3 and a projected annual reduction of 224m3. 

 

4.2 Production 
A minimal amount of water is used in the primary manufacturing functions which is currently 
unmeasured. 

5 Environmental Impacts 
5.1 Process 

Medium Engineering facility producing commercial vehicle bodies and chassis, registered with 
all enforcement agencies. 

 Potential Soil Pollution 

The company carries out periodic soil pollutant assessments by an ISO 17025 accredited 
agency. 

Elements tested for include heavy metals, hydrocarbons and organic compounds as well as 
multiple other miscellaneous chemicals. 

The last assessment and report was carried out on 12th June 2020 by DETS Ltd; a full version of 
which is available on request. 
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Extract below: 

 

 

 Potential Noise Pollution 

Controlled by enclosed workshops, rotary compressors supplying air hand tools, specific 
restricted operations in unsocial hours. 

The company carries out periodic PIEK Noise Impact Assessments in accord with BS4142:2014. 

The last assessment report was dated 26th February 2019 and the full report is available for 
inspection on request. 

Specific Sound Levels (Extract) 
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The summary stated that the site was “unlikely to give rise to adverse impacts upon the 
surrounding residential community.” 

The report has been actioned, including the use of a treeline as an acoustic barrier and  
implementation of new protocols to manage noise levels during quiet periods.  These actions 
are supported by the Managing Director. 

 Noise Policy 

Don-Bur believes that businesses are responsible for achieving good environmental practice 
and operating in a sustainable manner. 

We are therefore committed to reducing the impact of noise and continually improving our 
environmental performance as an integral and fundamental part of our business strategy and 
operating methods. 

It is our priority to maintain a low level of noise during the quiet hours and will endeavour to 
keep noisy activities to daytime. 

However, it has to be acknowledged that the Mossfield Road Site is operational 24/7 and 
operational activities do produce noise. 

We will close doors and restrict vehicle movements wherever possible in order to reduce noise 
levels in the environment during quiet hours. 

 Potential release of VOC to atmosphere 

Controlled by being a normal prescribed process under the Environmental Protection Act and 
therefore subject to control under the requirements of the local authority. Fully compliant 
coating materials specified. High transfer paint finishing equipment used. 
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5.2 Materials 

 Waste Material Disposal 

The company generates waste from the production processes 

The percentage of re-cyclable waste is recently measured against total waste. 

Paints use standard compliant coatings used with no lead content. Activated paints used to 
prevent subsequent release of free isocyanates to atmosphere. See also pollutants section. 

 Waste Management & Recycling 

All recyclable waste is separated into designated holding hoppers and organised by material 
type. 

Steel Due to the nature of commercial vehicle manufacturing, the dominant raw material is 
steel.  100% of offcuts are re-cycled.  The site is regularly covered by a forklift mounted 
magnetic sweeper to recover smaller steel items. 

Aluminium A large proportion of recycled material is aluminium in both extruded and sheet 
form.  All offcuts are re-cycled for smelting by a 3rd party contractor. 

Plastics Virtually all plastics used in the product refer to side curtains. At present there is no 
specific facility to recycle this composite product, but Don-Bur is currently pursuing this project. 

Timbers All treated timbers used i.e. flooring materials are generally class B.  The company is 
currently investigating the practicalities of a specialist in-house wood shredder with the aim of 
selling the chips for recycling. 

 Curtain Material 

The Don-Bur Service division, as part of their refurbishment services, regularly remove old 
trailer curtains.  These curtains are now collected and sent to Freitag, a retailer specialising in 
the production of bag products utilising recycled PVC curtain material. 

See https://www.freitag.ch 

https://www.fercell.com/recycling/shredding/wood/plywood/
https://www.freitag.ch/
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 Hazardous Materials 

Waste paints and other chemical products are disposed of in a controlled fashion under 
COSHH protocols. 

A register exists of all COSHH materials (extract below) 

 

Each COSHH assessment details storage, handling and disposal methods in accord with 
regulations. 

Example extract below: 
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5.3 After-Market 
The key business focus is to generate revenue primarily from the sales of new commercial 
vehicle trailers and rigid bodywork. 

Additionally, the company has a number of after-sales divisions which support all commercial 
vehicles throughout their active life in terms of servicing, MOT, repair and refurbishment. 

It is recognised that the production and ongoing maintenance of this type of new equipment 
has a significant after-sales environmental impact. 

This section serves to itemise those impacts and the efforts that the company makes to reduce 
or eliminate those effects. 

 Products In Use 

The products that the company designs and manufactures are responsible for the commercial 
carriage of goods.  It is well known that, limited by current technology, this process consumes 
large quantities of fuel and is responsible for the emission of equally large quantities of CO2. 
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Due to the nature of commercial vehicles, diesel engines remain the primary method for 
providing traction.  Such engines are relatively efficient to transfer large weights over long 
distances but it is also recognised that the consumption of fossil fuels and resulting emission of 
both CO2 and NOx should be significantly reduced. 

The company has little impact of the use of its’ products after initial sale and has no influence 
over the design or development of engines; however, we continue to invest heavily in key areas 
as follows: 

Aerodynamics 

Articulated trailers, coupled with a tractive unit typically travel approximately 80,000 miles per 
annum in the UK at an economy of circa 9mpg.  The result is the consumption of over 40,000 
litres of diesel and the emissions of over 100 tonnes of CO2. 

As a rough guide, at a top cruising speed of 56mph, 50% of fuel is consumed purely to 
overcome the effects of air resistance and aerodynamics.  A small improvement in 
aerodynamic design can have a large impact on fuel consumption and emissions for the life of 
the vehicle; commonly over 15 years. 

The company partners with various agencies and has become well recognised globally for our 
work on aerodynamic products.  Our efforts were recognised by the UK government in 2009, 
meeting the then Prime Minister, Gordon Brown, who said: 

‘Our transition to a low carbon economy will be a key driver of our future economic prosperity. 
Don-Bur Trailers are at the forefront of this transformation. Their innovation and expertise 
demonstrates why the UK is one of best places in the world for low carbon business.' 

Examples of this are the unique and patented Teardrop trailer, cutting edge plasma actuators 
and Aeris, an inventive system to minimize gap between tractor and trailer. 

Our products are also referenced in the 2017 Ricardo Heavy Duty Vehicles Technology 
Potential and Cost Study, generated for the International Council on Clean Transportation 
(ICCT) 

We fit other, low-cost aerodynamic devices to all of our products by default.  These include 
large radius front corner cappings, aerodynamic top headers and low-drag roof rails. 

Although the company may not directly benefit significantly from a financial aspect, our 
continued work with Innovate UK projects and other development initiatives has earned us a 
unique design profile that assists with client’s carbon reduction objectives and ultimately helps 
reduce consumption of carbon fuels and resulting emissions. 

By default, the company always recommends aerodynamic improvements to our customers 
and the evidence of this can be seen on multiple blue-chip fleets such as Marks & Spencer, 
Royal Mail, Argos, TK Maxx, John Lewis, Fedex and DHL.  

Weight 

Weight has an impact on fuel economy for a number of reasons. 

The first, and most obvious effect is that it takes less effort, power and resulting fuel to drive 40 
tonnes than it does to drive 43 or 42 tonnes.  However, there is a less obvious, and far more 
impactful result. 

https://donbur.co.uk/gb-en/products/aerodynamic-teardrop-trailer.php
https://donbur.co.uk/gb-en/docs/160327-Plasma-Actuator-Brochure.pdf
https://donbur.co.uk/gb-en/docs/150327-Don-Bur-Aeris-Brochure.pdf
https://theicct.org/sites/default/files/publications/HDV-Technology-Potential-and-Cost-Study_Ricardo_Consultant-Report_26052017_vF.pdf
https://theicct.org/sites/default/files/publications/HDV-Technology-Potential-and-Cost-Study_Ricardo_Consultant-Report_26052017_vF.pdf
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Vehicle plated gross weights are limited by their classification.  A reduction in unladen weight 
provides the operator with the option to increase payload weight within the same gross weight. 

By increasing payload weight per journey, this ultimately reduces the total number of journeys 
required to transfer the same amount of freight.  This result is far more significant.  A 10% 
reduction in weight may not have a significant impact per journey but the elimination of 1 
journey in 10 has a direct and equal impact of fuel consumption. 

The company continues to invest heavily in lightweighting technologies.  Examples include our 
own lightweight “Blade” panel and lightweight dense-load trailers. 

We continue to offer a large variety of other lightweight panel options. 

Cubic Capacity 

The optimization of cubic capacity has a similar effect to the reduction of weight.  For those 
operators who carry lighter weight payloads, their carrying capacity is limited by volume, not 
weight. 

The UK has no height limits for commercial vehicles and the only practical limits are those 
related to bridge heights.  This presents the UK with a unique ability to focus on double deck 
trailers. 

We remain the market leaders for double decks.  We invented lifting double decks in the late 
1980’s and our products now dominate the major fleets. 

The range includes Lifting Decks, Ratchet Decks and Fixed Double Decks. 

The obvious effect of Double Decks is ability to carry up to twice the normal footprint and 
volume of a standard trailer.  In such cases, 1 in every 2 journeys can be eliminated having a 
direct positive impact on fuel consumption and resulting emissions. 

The company continues to develop our range of double decks for multiple customers which 
include DPD, Hermes Parcelnet, Royal Mail and Amazon. 

Our most recent development is a unique (patent applied for) lifting roof design which provides 
optimal headroom for loading and unloading but also the ability to lower the roof to reduce 
load gaps and overall height.  This improves aerodynamics in transit and reduces fuel 
consumption. 

Summary 

By exposing the marketplace to new and enhanced technologies, operators will naturally 
consume less fuel/ electric and produce less emissions. 

This ethos remains a strong influence in our business model. 

 Product Durability and Life Extension 

There are typically a number of stages in a commercial vehicle’s life.  There is a primary, 
contract-driven phase, a secondary, used vehicle life and an extended life, sometimes in a 3rd 
world country. 

https://donbur.co.uk/gb-en/docs/150320-Don-Bur-Blade-Brochure.pdf
https://donbur.co.uk/news/wincanton-teardrop-trailers-lafarge
https://donbur.co.uk/gb-en/features/panels.php
https://donbur.co.uk/gb-en/products/lifting-deck-trailers.php
https://donbur.co.uk/gb-en/products/ratchet-deck-trailers.php
https://donbur.co.uk/gb-en/products/double-deck-trailers.php
https://donbur.co.uk/news/new-expanding-roof-trailer


Page | 16 of 19 

QQuotati 

 

 

E x e c u t i v e  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  R e p o r t  

It is understood that the production of new vehicles consumes some natural resources and 
produces emissions, regardless of controls.  It is therefore important to extend the natural life 
of products, particularly within their primary and secondary phases to prolong the most 
effective use of those products and to extend the re-fleeting timespan that would otherwise 
require more vehicles. 

It could be argued that prolonging product lifespan is counter-intuitive to selling more product; 
however, we believe in a higher quality, more durable product that provides greater value.  As a 
result, we have attracted a more discerning customer base that appreciates that extra value. 

This drive for design durability then becomes self-fulfilling and customers now expect a 
minimum primary lifespan period.  To that end, the company offers some of the longest 
warranty periods in the industry. 

The company also has a number of after-sales divisions specifically for the after-sales 
servicing and maintenance of those products.  Whilst some of this is a legal requirement, we 
provide extra services to ensure optimal product lifespan. 

The company has also invested in new technology for “auto-maintenance”.  In 2019, we 
launched a feature which self-lubricates various components on their range of lifting deck 
trailers 

The result is a product that will not require replacement as quickly as some market 
alternatives.  This reduces re-build resources and emissions. 

 Sustainability & Recyclability 

Wherever possible, we specify the use of sustainable and/or recyclable materials in the build of 
our product ranges. 

The largest portion consists of steel, a naturally and easily recyclable material.  However, there 
are a number of other areas we have re-engineered to promote a more sustainable design. 

Flooring: All ply flooring now comes with FSC certified birch from sustainable 
sources. 

Panels: The industry standard side panels for box vans remains “GRP”, a 
glass reinforced plastic faced marine ply which is impractical to 
recycle and deteriorates quickly.  Don-Bur offers a wide variety of 
alternative panels: 
1) Blade: A steel faced HDPE panel which is longer lasting and 

delaminates easily for the recycling of 2 main component parts. 
2) Technolite: A 99% aluminium lightweight honeycomb panel that 

is simple to recycle 
Jointing: We use aluminium extrusions for all of our box van constructions 

which is an easy product to recycle and high after-life value. 
Post-Life Process 

Wherever viable, the company will procure back from clients those products which have no 
further practical life.  The same applies to accident wrecks. 

https://donbur.co.uk/gb-en/docs/150320-Don-Bur-Blade-Brochure.pdf
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We have a long-standing reputation for being able to renew such vehicles for re-sale.  Where 
this is not practical, we have relationships with breakers yards to ensure dismantling and 
recycling of materials; in particular, tyres, steel and aluminium. 

This process prevents transport of the products to 3rd world countries where recycling may not 
be as practical. 

5.4 Development of Land 
The company undertook to carry out Ecological Appraisals prior to development of land, which 
it currently limits to reclaimed land, typically from historic coal mining sites.  As such, as well as 
growing the business, the land would be “improved”. 

The last assessment was carried out in March 2020 by Elite Ecology and a full copy is available 
on request. 

 Report Recommendations & Actions 

It is recommended that the strip of woodland along the southern perimeter of the site remains 
in place as per the recommendations of Absolute Ecology (January 2019), the Council Ecologist 
and the Decision Notice (condition 9). Condition 9 of the planning decision notice states that this 
area must be enhanced with a number of bird and bat boxes. Due to the presence of the four 
additional mammal holes, one of which could be a disused/outlier badger sett, Elite Ecology 
would also recommend that the woodland remains, and that adequate mitigation is put into 
place to protect this habitat due to a number of species that it may support due to the cover 
that it offers, particularly as other habitats on site have been removed since the previous 
survey. 

A 30 m exclusion zone should be implemented around these features and must be in place 
prior to any further works commencing. This is until further inspection in suitable weather 
conditions can be carried out to enable the search for field signs. 

If badgers are found to be using the site and the noise and disturbance levels are to exceed the 
noise levels commonly tolerated by badgers, then a Natural England Licence needs to be 
obtained. 

Any trenches on site should be covered at night or a mammal ladder should be provided to 
ensure that if any mammals were to fall in, they would be able to escape, this should be large 
and sturdy enough for badgers and foxes. 

There is currently fencing placed around the site preventing access for mammals across the 
site to the wooded area. Mammal access routes should be provided during and post 
development to ensure the site remains accessible to the local wildlife population. 

Following this report, a bund was created around suspected badger sets until the 
environmental agency was satisfied that there was, in fact, no activity. 

 

 



Page | 18 of 19 

QQuotati 

 

 

E x e c u t i v e  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  R e p o r t  

6 Basic Environmental Reporting 
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Comments 

(1) Scrap Metal Recycling only available Quarterly and in arrears.  Figures reflect Jan'21 YTD. 

(2) Following replacement of Mossfield Rd water meter 20/01/2021 it has become clear there 
are no reliable comparatives.  Latest water consumption estimate is 14m cubed a day. 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed ……………………………….................... 

David Burton (Managing Director) 

Date: 14th November 2022 
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